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OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION

< Introduction
» Inclusive Education in Malaysia

Current Development on Advocating Inclusion
in Malaysia

Inclusion through Community Linkages

Developing Interdisciplinary Initiatives through
Inclusion

Way forward

INTRODUCTION

Inclusive education is ...

“... a concept that allows students with special needs to be placed and received
instruction in the mainstream classes and being taught by mainstream teachers...”

(Manisah, Ramlee & Zalizan, 20086)

“_.. a process of addressing the diverse needs of all learners by reducing barriers to,
and within the learning environment... Inclusive education also means setting
schools in the wider context of education systems, where there is both formal and
non-formal education. It draws on all resources of their communities to ensure that
the need of diverse learners be met effectively...”

(Malaysia Ministry of Education, 2008)




Advocating Inclusion through Community Linkages and Active Learning 181

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN MALAYSIA

The beginning:

Malaysians’ involvement at the international level in seminars and
workshops hosted by the United Nations particularly under the
UNESCO activities, eg:

- The World’'s Declaration on Education for All in Jomtien, Thailand
(1990)

- UNESCOQO’s Sub-regional Seminar on Policy, Planning and
Organisation of Education for Children with Special Needs in
Harbin, China (1993)

- The Salamanca Statement on Principles, Policy and Practice in
Special Needs Education (1994).

Inclusive education was first introduced as a part of a placement
continuum that was prepared for students with special needs. The
context of placement was defined in the Education Act 1996 (1998)
which stated that there is

(c) an inclusive education program for students with special needs
that allows them to attend classes in regular classrooms with

normal students.
(Education Act 1996, 1998: 148 )

- The students are either partly or fully included based on their level of
ability to follow instructions in the mainstream classes
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENT ON ADVQCATINéiNCleUSIQN
IN MALAYSIA

People with disabilities Act 2008

- legal recognition on the rights of persons with disabilities
emphasising for equal basis with persons without disabilities in
the areas of:

- Education
< Employment
. Transportation
Accessibility to public places
e ICH
Cultural life.

= Special Education Regulations 2013

“Inclusive Education Programme means an educational
programme for a pupil with special educational needs which is
attended by a pupil with special educational needs together with
other pupils in the same class in a government school or
government- aided school”
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Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025
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. Malaysia
- Education

Blueprint
2013-2025

ary Education)

IMPROVING QUALITY AND INCLUSION Jl

 OWAVE 3
- 20212025
————————

Strengthening Existing Scaling Up Initiatives Evaluating and
Foundations Consolidating Initiatives

In implementing these initiatives, the Ministry will collaborate with
specialist organizations such as the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organization Regional Centre for Special Education (SEAMEO-SEN)

(Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025)
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2013-2015

‘more vocational skills ; upgrade

ding gradual increase in enrolment

<
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Wave 2 to further improve the
with special needs : other
2016-2020 | | and private organizations
v
B : =
ting the success of all initiatives in Wave 1 and 2 and further develop a
Wave 3 “the future: _
= 1 of access to a high-quality education; informed knowledge on
2021-2025 mong teachers and increased number of students
' 2d in inclusive programmes (75% by 2025)
. >

2015manisah

INCLUSION THROUGH COMMUNITY LINKAGES

The premise:

“Inclusion was used to describe the extend of which children with
special needs are really being integrated in his (learning)
community. It refers to what extend a school or a community
readily accepts the children and evaluate the contribution that
they had given ...”

(Zalizan, 2009)

Inclusive education is part of developing inclusive society
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COURSE ACTIVITIES

Developing Inclusive Education Foundation in
Selected Schools

Students ran inclusive education agenda
through collaborative projects involving school, local
community and university

Project 1 : Entrepreneurial Project: Fruit Stall

Project Approach:

School as a social institution
Emphasis on collaboration and inculcating moral values
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» Project 2: Mini Agricultural Projects

ox lntegratmg mamstream currlculum and aﬁefnahva\ \i

Mainstream
teachers

Students with
learning
disabilities
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Support system

Inclusive

Collaboration

Students with
Special Needs

Transisition

Collaboration

Programme

» Project 4 : Bowling

| Opportunity to lead daily activities through emphasis of roles

.
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ADVOCATING INCLUSION IN COMMUNITY

Students are placed in Community Based Rehabilitation
centres for one semester and organised inclusion
activities in community

: Activity 1: Increasing Awareness on People with
Disabilities
Visit to the Zoo
Big Walk
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UNIVERSITY INITIATIVES - UKM

« Establishment of Special Education Programme
at Undergraduate, Masters and Phd level in
1993;

< Research university Status in 2007/2008 -
Diversity and Inclusive Education research

group

» Networking and collaborating with other parties - internationally
and locally

« Organised Regional Conference on Inclusive and Special
Educational Needs (2009) (Japan; New Zealand; Korea; Brunei;
Afghanistan; Philippines; Singapore; Hong Kong; Thailand;
Indonesia; EENET; Ministry of Education; UNESCO; Tengku
Ampuan Afzan Endowment Fund)

» Organised biannually the International Conference on Learner
Diversity since 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014
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