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|. Education and development:
the Korean Experience

Features of education development in Korea
government-led education growth
mass provision of education opportunity
low-cost investment approach
linking education for economy needs
high public engagement in education
strong belief in education for social mobility

dynamic social mobility in Korea
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Education in Trarsiional Kores: Re-ewamining of Socal Poicy Dilkmma

Model of a linking education policy to skill needs
vocational education programs

Lessons of what strategies are effective at growth stages
successful strategy at earlier stages
now over-regulated and over-planned
system with less flexibility.

Il. Problems and Issues in Transitional Society

Discontent on Public Education System

Race for Higher Education:
Weakening of Social Mobility
Rising Costs of Education:

ability to pay vs. ability to achieve
Education Polarization:
Constraints for Social Integration

Adverse Employment Prospects for graduates
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Discontent on education system in Korea

Despite success and achievement in development stage
Problems and constraints emerging in transitional society

Quality of education
Learning experience of the majority
Growing dissatisfaction of education

Learning competition

There is a fierce competition for higher levels of schooling and
especially for admission into elite colleges.

It is so intense that the lessons at lower school levels often deviate
from required curricula to prepare for college entrance examinations.

There is a tightening labor market for new graduates, especially for
those with credentials from less-reputed universities adding to
competition.
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Education m Transitoral Korea: Re-axamining of Social Polcy Dilemma

<Figurel> High School Graduates Entering Liniversity
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Private tutoring cost and education polarization

Huge expenditures for parents on private tutoring,
including individual or group tutoring, instruction
from for-profit institutions

Children from wealthier families a significant
advantage in the competition to get into the best
schools.
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<Figure2» Private Tutoring Time Trend
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Tablel. Summary Statistics from Survey of Private Education 2010

W v b ok = e Sleen o N Slas

TR TCEE)

Flhepins bit st w Hpmraling #Hi Arsbanns L LR
e D il mymesalaing AT S T afaa
LITRTITe) (SR T | =5, LA 1] LLEE ]
il speamiang = nakini AECh R = H ] LR
s g i Slatiiians = ar = L LN ] L] LIl
[IF spmaliig 1K) 1R T T nidl b
bl oo BT iin Aradbminien  Ghise L] 1] L
[T [T [ LR ] E 1]
sl Sejrranilingg (s S s brome = EWIAS 2EI N FTAW L MFx.A
s CLT i s e e =41k 15T LS TATA Ta MrErs
Fpers bing it Blima Bl ERTRE] farfai A a it
i syrs e =i BT rraaA bt 2 11mA
. Sl s Tarnmiges ECTEE] 3 di 1IERT
qil = (ST e} (IR R
lamrn il P17 i A aelemsss 1. b ] L F
jal -1-—.-I.|.-;.--||| fiis i L&)
Plials S [P P P T Y EAT A T
[ P iy 3 AR
=L HET
il spersdiing L e T O
s i, i %0 Bt e iim ¥ Zrhwd
Fif spewsling ==iF] il & FLE™ B
[T L T e T ] k% L]
il '.1"""""1 =il | | AT A L] ik

TP 1O oy — e pon ey e TR A PR R B T LR B e L birri=reir
W (RO ) sl b wmpriembens i D081 R

T —— S —— g —

_EIE'_



Education in Transiional Horea: Fe-examining of Social Polcy Dilermma

Il. Policy Dilemma

Private tutoring cost and social division
Enormous economic burden on families
Ability pay impact on ability to succeed

Quality and outcomes of education
Increasing student dependence on private tutoring
Policy dilemma of containing private tutoring
Deteriorating employment prospects of graduates
Tightening labor market and job race
Adjusiment for globalization

Demand for overseas education
Mew demand on English learning

Rising demand for public subsidy: populism vs need
school lunch subsidy
half tuition and scholarship aid
College enrollment quota in times of declining student population

Balancing control and autonomy in higher education
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Policy Reforms

2015 marks the 20' year since 5.31 Education Reform measures were begin to be
implemented.

5.31 Reform plan proposed major shift from rigid and uniform government cantrol
policy to a less coercive set of policies for creating a more "open” schooling system.

Flexibility, choice and diversification of programs were consistent themes and such
spirits were well reflected in specific reform measures especially since 1995, and to
date.

Currently, active assessments and debate on impact of the Refarm Plan

Table2. Koreans Students Abroad {2007-2010)

Korean Students Abroad (2007-2010)

Top Five Overseas Study Destinations
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Education in Transiticnal Korea: Re-examining of Sodial Policy Diemma

<Figured> South Korea GOP PER CAPITA
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